Followers
of healer
still believe
in miracles

By Lisa Black
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Thie taith healers handshloke s
warm and moisl, perhaps from
hours of hovering over the
ifflicted, blessing them and press
ing fingertips mnd cructfix against
the head, showlders and necks of
e fithiul

Doy Callagher, an Irish healer
with dark eyes n <o0fl volee and an
anruly mop of black hair, geritly
sxplains that his prayers some
times worl pod somedimes do not
That &t 8 vears of age he waa
called, @8 a0 soventh son of 6 sev-
anth s o help people across the
world —somelhilng that he would
begin acilng upon later from the
baride of his \eserenm truck

Today, al 43, he |s. visiting Chi
cagn and, In sult coat and te s
granting blessings to a steady
efrtam of falthful in the back
roumes of two Imsh faverns Befure
Dt iy b Mew York, he will be
the Coal Most. 5250 W. 85th SL o
Uk Lawn, from £ to 7 pomy Friday
ol Saturday

Allbough skeplics warn of dan:
gers pssodimted with foith healers,
suely ad freshly hilessed patients
nsamg out their prescriptions and
shimnlng medical treatment, they
flso condede the public's growing
interest in magic. mystery and the
unkneey

Pecple want 1o be eniertainsd”
said Robert W, MoCoy. who aper
ales the Mussum of Questionabie
Medical Divices in Minnsapolis

Al the Abbey Pub on he North
Slile this weell, those who arrived
with depression, tumors and olther
prainfil affments were greelnd by
Gillieghor's youlhfil hlond assis-
fant, Johanne O'Nelll, who intrg-
duced the neweomers to Gallagher.
NMearhy, o talevision blared “Oh,
Danny Hot™ hetween video lestimo-
itils from those who say Gallagher
mired thelr blindness or cancer.
News clippings sheniting the Catho-
It Taith healer’s success Trom his
private clinics in [relund and Brit-
N wern strewn acposs the tables

Gallogher recalied his first leal
g At age 17, when he glincs of &
varmlveed picl and found that el
s met “like two torches.”

He takes anly voluntary contri
nitlons, Ne sald, and has praved
wer physicians, priests tnd skep
les such us Chicugo resldent
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Faith heaker Danny Gallagher blesses Ann Meenaghan of Chicago as
his assistant, Johanne O'Nelll, looks on at the Abbey Pub on the
North Side. Gallagher says he pérformad His first healing at age | 7.
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'\hﬂﬂ-"l‘i Casay, 45, 1 self-described

Jewish girl from the North Side®
with severs back pain

"I 'don’l Konow how he doss 1
what the magic is or how he dees
it,” Casev g, pronouncitg her-
sl puin-free

Gallagher's 30-second blessings
must be fepented at least threo
tmes, he said. He's not sore why,
but think= if has to do wilh the
Holy Trinity. Those who are
healed, Lo sald. uwsually report
feeling bettor within six weeks,

Thomas Gihboms; who moved to
Chicago from lreland. decidad
tiat he had nothing lo lise by
furning to Gallagher, Gibbons
who Juas o slowgrowing (uimner on
the 1eft aide of his head, hiopok o
avold surgery: thit could Tesult in
dafiess,

A day efter his third blessing,
Gibbong said; “There's no differ

ene Bl | dom't fesl worse | am
very comfprighle. Well jJu wail
and =8 now.”

Stwiologists and other ressarch:
£rs say that heallhe throwgh
prayar was sniremched In varlogs
culhares long before medical freal
mienls were aocepled -as & ellec
Live & kehoce

But some such os Kenneth See-
skin, philogophy professor at
Narthwestern Universily, view
fmith hedding a5 a dongnrous con:
coctlon of rellglon amd magic

"It gives poople the Impression
that somehow they pan control
divine [orces or magical lorees or
somnehow  manipilate the word of
Godl by saving the righl words or
seeing (he right person.” Seeskin
sahl

Adcording to Irish flklore (he
severlh son of o sedenlh so has
an instmciive knowledge of magic
anid herbe and can stop hemor-
rhages. Bul Romanlan lolklore
presents & more sinister fale for
seventih sons—he'll turn into a
Vampire:



